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PRESS RELEASE

Blanco County Water District Announces
Escalation to Drought Stage 3

Blanco County, TX — Nov. 21, 2025 — The Blanco County Water District is announcing an
escalation of drought conditions from Stage 1 to Stage 3, effective immediately. This change
reflects the severe and worsening water scarcity impacting our region.

Current Conditions

e The Blanco-Pedernales Drought Index (BPDI)' model shows that average water
levels across Blanco County have steadily declined over the past three years.

e According to the model, water levels have consistently mapped to drought stages 2
through 4, indicating persistent and severe drought conditions.

¢ The most recent data places Blanco County firmly within the threshold for Drought
Stage 3, with water levels well below normal and approaching the most critical
drought stages.

e This trend highlights the urgent need for increased conservation and compliance
with drought management protocols.

e BPDI Model Chart: Average Water Level Trends and Drought Stage Thresholds for
Blanco County.

! The Blanco-Pedernales Drought Index (BPDI) was recently adopted by the District to make the process of entering
and exiting drought stages more scientific. The BPDI incorporates the regional Palmer Hydrologic Drought Index
(PHDI) for a comprehensive assessment of drought severity.
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Stage 3 Restrictions and Compliance Guidelines

Outdoor Water Use: All non-essential outdoor water use is prohibited, including lawn
irrigation, car washing, and filling swimming pools.

Agricultural and Commercial Use: Users must reduce groundwater pumping to the
minimum necessary for livestock survival and essential business operations.
Municipal Compliance: Cities within the District (Blanco and Johnson City) will
enforce compatible water conservation and drought contingency plans.

Well Owners: All well owners are required to implement conservation practices and
avoid waste of groundwater.

Enforcement: The District will rely primarily on voluntary compliance. Informational
outreach will be conducted, but repeated violations may result in enforcement
actions under District Rule 9 and applicable state laws.

Community Impact

The District urges all residents and businesses to take immediate steps to conserve water
and comply with Stage 3 drought restrictions. These measures are essential to protect
remaining water resources and ensure availability for critical needs. For more information
on Stage 3 restrictions and conservation guidelines, please visit the District’s website at
blancogroundwatertx.gov or phone the office at 830-868-9196.

2 The BPDI chart shows a single line representing the District’s average water level, calculated from monitoring
wells with a Pearson correlation below -0.58.
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